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The 86th legislative session began in early January and will last 140 days ending May 
27, 2019. Hundreds of bills have already been filed with many more set to be submitted 
before the March 8 deadline.

This session will likely focus on comprehensive issues such as property taxes and 
public school funding as both were key issues during the 2018 mid-term elections. Both 
the house and senate saw Democratic gains and the Texas state legislature will start 
the session with a new house speaker. 

Angleton Republican Dennis Bonnen replaces former House Speaker Joe Straus who 
held the position for a decade. Bonnen named public school funding as his top priority.  
According to the Texas Tribune, he even went so far as to replace the drinking cups in 
the House members' lounge with new ones reading, "School finance reform: The time is 
now."

School districts in San Antonio are looking to Austin to reform school finance and 
develop a plan that provides adequate resources to Texas public schools and protects 
local authority to use those resources to meet the needs of all students.

North East ISD is the second largest public school district in San Antonio, Texas. It 
serves a diverse student population of more than 64,000 students across 144 square 
miles. NEISD Superintendent Dr. Gottardy and district leaders believe Texas state 
legislatures are not doing an adequate job when it comes to school finance.

“We have $30 million less in buying power today than we did in 2010-2011,” explained 
Dr. Gottardy. “State funding for education may be up overall, but when adjusted for 
inflation it is down 6 percent. Everyone’s bills are going up. We need to address the real 
impact of inflation on our classrooms.”

The North East Independent School District Board of Trustees unanimously adopted a 
2019 state legislative agenda to encourage state lawmakers to improve school finance, 
accountability and local control.

During the 86th legislative session, the Board of Trustees will task state lawmakers with 
the following responsibilities: funding schools adequately by accurately reflecting the 
cost of education and regularly adjusting to changes in cost and student need, investing 
all current revenue dedicated to education without a reduction in state support, studying 
the growth in recapture payments and recapture districts to determine if the system 
should be capped at a maximum percentage of districts, students and/or wealth and 
opposing programs that divert public tax dollars to privately run schools that are not held 
to the same academic and financial accountability standards as public schools.



 All big responsibilities, but vital to the future of public education. NEISD Superintendent 
Dr. Gottardy believes the time for change is now.

“Something must be done. We have reached a critical time with public education 
funding. Our tax payers continue to pay more, while the state’s share continues to 
dwindle. We are close to having to send millions back to the state when we already 
have a serious deficit that we are dealing with.”

NEISD provides a 360-degree education educating the entire child by providing a 
variety of extracurricular activities in addition to teaching a rigorous core curriculum.The 
District strives to reach every child, every day and part of that includes parent 
participation in the form of PTA involvement. This parent teacher involvement takes 
place at some level on all 67 NEISD campuses every day and provides students, 
teachers and staff support on many levels.

The mission of Texas PTA and local PTAs is to make every child’s potential a reality by 
engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children. Part of 
this mission includes advocating at the local and state level. Texas PTA  is dedicated to 
advocacy and public education. 

Sheri Doss is Texas PTA President and believes public education is the one guarantee 
for a brighter and better Texas.

“Texas PTA's legislative work is driven by a grassroots model that seeks input and 
voices from PTAs and their members.  A series of resolutions and legislative positions, 
each of which is adopted by  members during the annual meeting, provides a 
framework that allows the Texas PTA Board of Directors to establish legislative priorities 
and act effectively on behalf of our members”, says Doss. 

During this legislative session, Texas PTA and its membership will advocate to keep 
public dollars in public schools.  A major goal will be to demand policies that prevent 
taxpayer dollars from funding private schools through a voucher system that lacks 
transparency and educational accountability, said Doss.

Texas PTA will also work to support student success, focus on health and campus 
safety and work to define meaningful assessment and accountability.

NEISD local PTAs will work together with NEISD and NEISD Council of PTAs  to 
support Texas PTA and NEISD public school goals by coming together to head to Austin 
and meet with legislators to exercise a PTA membership voice. PTA members will ride 
the bus with Superintendent Dr. Gottardy to attend Texas PTA Rally Day February 25.  
The bus ride will symbolize the united front shared by the district and the PTA in the 
hope of improving, securing and promoting the importance of public education.

Each legislative session we hear about the need to improve public education, and 
history shows that following the conclusion of every legislative session, we all express 



our dissatisfaction with the results, wishing we had done more. By attending Rally Day, 
we are taking action — letting our PTA voices be heard while decisions are still being 
made, said Doss.

Rally Day matters. This bus ride matters. Texas ranks 43rd in per pupil spending. Texas 
would have to add $22 billion each year to bring us up to the national average.  NEISD, 
Texas PTA and Ne Council of PTAs recognizes the gravity of this statistic and hope to 
encourage participation in Rally Day and the public education process.

“As a product of public schools as well as a daughter and granddaughter of teachers, 
public school has been an important part of my life.  Never doubt your voice as a PTA 
member has value in our public school system - we can stand together at a state wide 
event like Rally Day or locally at your campus to make it known that our children’s 
education and future is everyone’s business and should be a top priority for our 
legislators. said NEISD Council of PTAs President Monica Pipes.

From campus to capitol , NEISD and  PTA work to support public school education, 
public school teachers and public school students and their families. The ride on a 
school bus for Rally Day February 25  is symbolic of  PTA and public school coming 
together to advocate for the care, concern and the education of thousands of public 
school students.

If you would like to read more about PTA efforts to protect and support public education, 
please visit
https://www.txpta.org/public-dollars-public-schools

If you would like to join your local PTA and ride the bus with us..please visit 
http://www.necouncilpta.com/pta/

. 


